Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 11453 241327Z 
53 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 

NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ACDA-05 SAM-01 

SAB-01 EUR- 12 OMB-01 10-10 /087 W 

006163 

R 241257Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4476 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

SECRET TEHRAN 1 1453 

NOFORN 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, MU, SY, IR 
SUB J : DHOFAR FIGHTING 

REF: TEHRAN 1 1060 (DTG 130650ZNOV75) 

ON NOVEMBER 23, KNOWLEDGEABLE IRANIAN MILITARY OFFICER GAVE 
US FOLLOWING RUNDOWN ON DHOFAR OPERATIONS: 

A. SHIRISHITTI CAVE AREA HAS BEEN SECURED AND IS UNDER 
CONTROL OF IRANIAN FORCES. UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF POWS WERE 
TAKEN DURING OPERATION AND LARGE AMOUNTS OF AMMUNITION AND 
WEAPONS CAPTURED. 

B. A RIDGE WEST OF SHIRISHITTI AREA HAS BEEN SURROUNDED 
BY IRANIAN AND OMANI FORCES. APPROXIMATELY 400 REBELS ARE 
BELIEVED TO BE IN THIS AREA. AREA IS THOUGHT TO BE LAST 
REBEL STRONGHOLD THIS SIDE OF BORDER AND CONSIDERATION IS 
BEING GIVEN TO USE OF NAPALM AND NAVAL BOMBARDMENT AS 
PART OF OPERATION AGAINST RIDGE. 

C. IRANIAN FORCES AT THEIR CLOSEST POINT HAVE REACHED 
15 KILOMETERS FROM PDRY BORDER. WHEN HOLDING LINE IS 
ESTABLISHED ALONG BORDER, OMANI FORCES, NOT IRANIAN FORCES, 
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D. AIR STRIKE WAS CONDUCTED ACROSS BORDER BY OMANI 
PLANES ON NOVEMBER 29 TO SILENCE NEWLY ARRIVED PDRY 
ARTILLERY. THERE HAS BEEN NO FURTHER SHELLING SINCE STRIKE. 

E. CAPTURED REBELS HAVE STATED THAT IRANIAN NAVAL 
BOMBARDMENT RESULTED IN APPROXIMATELY 100 ENEMY LOSSES. 
IRANIANS CONCLUDE THAT OPERATION WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL. 

F. IRANIAN LOSSES SINCE EARLY NOVEMBER (REFTEL) HAVE 
BEEN RELATIVELY LIGHT AND OPERATION DURING RECENT WEEKS 
HAS BEEN VERY FAST MOVING. IRANIANS FEEL THAT FIGHTING 

IS IN ITS LAST STAGES WITH ONLY MINOR MOP UP ACTIONS 
REMAINING. 

G. SOME THOUGHT IS BEING GIVEN BY IRANIAN MILITARY 
LEADERSHIP TO WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO IRANIAN FORCES AFTER 
CONCLUSION OF PRESENT FIGHTING. OPTIONS UNDER CONSIDERA- 
TION ARE: MAINTAINING FORCES IN PLACE, WITHDRAWAL OF A 
PORTION OF IRANIAN FORCES, AND COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL. OUR 
SOURCE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT LAST OPTION WAS VIABLE IN 
SHORT TERM. 
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